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The parish of St. Mary’s in Newport offers you our condolences for the 
passing of your loved one. Please know of our prayers for you at this time—
Fr Matt always remembers the recently deceased in his prayers at daily 
Mass. For those wishing to have a funeral and burial at St. Mary’s, we are 
happy to help you in this time in order to commend the soul of your loved 
one to God, to offer thanks to God for his or her life, and to be strengthened 
in the hope of the final victory of Christ and the resurrection of the body. 

The Christian funeral does not confer a sacrament on the deceased, who has 
passed beyond the sacramental economy. It is nonetheless most fittingly a 
liturgical celebration of the Church, who celebrates funeral rites in order to 
give worship to God and thanksgiving for the life of the deceased, to 
intercede and offer prayers for him or her, and to build up the living who 
remain in holiness as they prepare for that final day, proclaiming the hope 
of the Risen Christ. 

However, despite the popularity of “Celebrations of Life”, the Catholic 
funeral liturgy itself is not primarily an occasion to praise the deceased or 
offer words of remembrance about his or her life. The liturgy is always a 
celebration of the Paschal Mystery, that is, of the Death and Resurrection of 
Christ, and its focus is primarily on the worship of God: first, to praise and 
thank him, who is Lord over life and death; second to pray for the dead, 
who need our prayers still; and third, to pray for ourselves and hear again 
the Good News of Jesus Christ, that we may be prepared in faith and hope 
for our own death. 

Why do we pray for the dead, if they are no longer living? All who die in 
God's grace and friendship, but are not yet perfect, are indeed assured of 
their eternal salvation; but after death they undergo purification, so as to 
achieve the holiness necessary to enter the joy of heaven. The Church gives 
the name Purgatory to this final purification of the elect. From the 
beginning the Church has honored the memory of the dead and offered 
prayers for them, above all the Eucharistic sacrifice, so that, thus purified, 
they may attain the beatific vision of God. 



St. Mary’s has a large and historic cemetery, and has a long tradition of 
celebrating funeral rites reverently and beautifully for her members. In 
recent years, a smaller staff and group of volunteers, as well as changing 
times and traditions around funerals, have made necessary a new set of 
policies with the celebration of funeral rites here at St. Mary’s. 

Because of our limited resources and staff, our first duty is to deceased 
parishioners and their family members. For active parishioners and their 
families, a Funeral Mass with the burial and committal to follow is the norm. 
For non-active parishioners, and those who have burial plots at St. Mary’s 
but are no longer parishioners, a Funeral Liturgy outside of Mass is 
recommended. We have found that with funerals for non-active 
parishioners or non-parishioners, the vast majority of those attending the 
funeral are not practicing Catholics. Because the congregation may be 
unfamiliar with the Catholic Mass, and because of different traditions other 
Christian communities may have with regard to open communion, we have 
found that having a full funeral liturgy except for the Eucharistic Prayer and 
Holy Communion is best. (In a Funeral Liturgy outside of Mass, the rite has 
all the special prayers and readings of a funeral Mass, including a homily 
and the prayers of final commendation and the burial and committal to 
follow, but omits the Eucharistic Prayer and Holy Communion.) 

After the passing of your loved one, it is important to contact the parish 
office as soon as possible, so that we can begin looking at our calendar and 
coordinate what will be needed to celebrate the funeral at St. Mary’s.  

Ordinarily, your first call or email would be to the parish secretary. Soon 
after, the secretary will schedule a meeting with you and the pastor in order 
to go over the details of the funeral liturgy. Most times, this is done in 
coordination with a funeral home, who will help with these steps and other 
details. Finally, if the burial is to be done at St. Mary’s or at another Catholic 
Cemetery in the Archdiocese, Catholic Cemeteries should be called right 
away, to coordinate the preparation of the burial plot. 

The rates for celebrating the funeral rites at St. Mary’s in Newport are as 
follows: 

 $200 for a funeral liturgy in the church (to cover the cost of cleaning 
afterwards). $100 additional for a viewing beforehand (see below). 



 $250 for our parish musician, Rebecca Dean, to play at the funeral 
liturgy (ordinarily, all celebrations at St. Mary’s use the parish 
musician). 

 A stipend for the celebrating priest is customary but entirely optional. 
(However, if a visiting priest or deacon is celebrating the funeral 
liturgy, we ask that the family cover the $100 stipend that the parish 
would ordinarily pay for any visiting priest or deacon who takes a 
Mass.) 

 Active and contributing parishioners are welcome to use the hall for a 
repast; all non-active parishioners and non-parishioners may rent the 
hall at a special rate of $400 for a repast. 

For the celebration of the funeral liturgy itself: 

 A vigil (also called a wake) on the afternoon or evening before the 
funeral liturgy is a customary way to fittingly provide for mourners to 
pray before the body of the deceased, as well as greet and comfort the 
bereaved in their time of sorrow. 

 Ordinarily, a vigil would be held at the home of the deceased, a 
funeral home, or another chapel.  

 In recent times, many people have asked to have the vigil (or 
“viewing”, as it is called in this case) immediately before the 
celebration of the funeral liturgy. This is permitted at St. Mary’s, as 
needed, but with the following caveat: St. Mary’s is a small country 
parish, and does not have the staff or facility resources of a funeral 
home. Furthermore, we ask that viewings respect the fact that the 
church is to be used for sacred celebrations, and is not a place for 
people to gather, as would be more appropriate in a funeral home or 
hall. If a viewing before a funeral Mass is desired, we ask that all guests 
respect the sacred character of the church setting. Moreover, as there 
is only one small bathroom in the parish church, the bathrooms in the 
parish hall would be need to be opened to accommodate the 
increased number of guests a viewing entails: an additional $100, as 
mentioned above, is requested to cover the cost of cleaning these 
bathrooms afterwards. 

 The Liturgical Norms of the Archdiocese are clear that a eulogy is 
never to be given at a funeral liturgy—being in definition “words in 



praise of the deceased”—since the liturgy is directed to the praise of 
God and not man. However, brief words of remembrance may be 
given by one person ten minutes before the Mass is to begin. They are 
to be no more than five minutes in length, and written out ahead of 
time. They should address the life of the deceased in relation to his or 
her Catholic faith, and avoid any suggestion that the deceased is 
already “in heaven,” which, among other things, implies that he or she 
is not in need of the prayers of the Church. 

 In the liturgy itself, it is customary for the family of the deceased to 
select the four readings to be proclaimed: the First Reading, Second 
Reading, Responsorial Psalm, and Gospel. (Please see the 
accompanying sheet about which readings can be chosen.) The family 
would then inform the celebrating priest or deacon and the parish 
secretary of their choices. 

 The proclamation of the Word is part of the liturgy, a ministry of the 
Church, and is not an occasion just for letting people be involved. 
Ordinarily, a trained lector of the parish would proclaim the 
readings—but given the constraints within most funeral liturgies, if a 
parish lector is not available, the celebrating priest or deacon may 
choose to proclaim all the readings himself, as well as the Prayers of 
the Faithful. (With the permission of the pastor, a lay Catholic lector 
from another parish may proclaim the First and Second Readings. 
The musician will sing the Responsorial Psalm.) 

 The family of the deceased ordinarily selects the music to be played at 
the funeral liturgy. As the music played during the funeral liturgy is a 
constitutive part of the rite, all choices must be submitted to the 
pastor for approval. No secular music is permitted. Ordinarily, we ask 
that the family use the parish musician, or if she is not available, a 
musician from another parish. Guest musicians and soloists are not 
permitted to sing during Mass. 

 Suggestions for Hymns are as follows: 

o Entrance Hymns: 

 Be Thou My Vision 
 O Breath on Me, O Breath of God 
 Beautiful Savior 



 Nearer My God to Thee 
 Blessed Assurance 
 Amazing Grace 

o Offertory Hymns: 

 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 
 Lord of All Hopefulness 
 Abide with Me 
 Jerusalem, My Happy Home 
 Be Not Afraid 
 Near My God to Thee 

o Communion Hymn Suggestions: 

 I Am the Bread of Life 
 Ave Maria 
 Panis Angelicus 
 There is a Balm in Gilead 
 How Firm a Foundation 
 Sing with All the Saints 

o Recessional Hymn Suggestions: 

 I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 
 Precious Lord 
 I’ll Fly Away 
 How Great Thou Art 
 I Know That My Redeem Lives 
 Going Up Yonder 

 
Any further questions can be directed to the parish secretary or the pastor. 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them, 

with your Saints forever, 
for you are merciful. 

 



May the souls of the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace. 


